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I. Health Care Liability 




This section contains an overview of cases filed by state 
governments against tobacco companies to recover Medicaid funds 
used to treat illnesses allegedly caused by smoking. 

The section begins with an update on cases pending in 
Minnesota, Mississippi and West Virginia and an explanation of the 
Florida law which is designed to aid the state in filing claims 
against tobacco companies. Following the update is an explanation 
of the law governing allocation of funds recovered by state 
governments in Medicaid recovery litigation as well as sample 
questions directed at Attorneys General regarding Medicaid 
litigation against tobacco companies. 

The results of a study conducted by the Commonwealth 
Foundation of Virginia is also included in the section. The study 
concludes that any recovery of funds made by the state will be 
dramatically less than the amount suggested by proponents of the 
litigation. The section concludes with guidelines for reviewing 
relevant health care liability legislation to determine its potential 
impact as well as message points to be used in the battle against 
health care liability lawsuits. 
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